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To Kill a Mockingbird




Connect – A – Thon 

Gerard A. Hauser defined rhetoric as "… an instrumental use of language. One person engages another person in an exchange of symbols to accomplish some goal. It is not communication for communication's sake. Rhetoric is communication that attempts to coordinate social action. For this reason, rhetorical communication is explicitly pragmatic. Its goal is to influence human choices on specific matters that require immediate attention."

Rhetoric in its simplest form is the art of persuasive speech or writing.  For thousands of years, politicians and orators (public speakers) have been known for their use of rhetoric to influence and persuade an audience to their side or way of thinking.  One of the most famous examples of rhetoric in literature is Atticus’s speech in Chapter Twenty of To Kill a Mockingbird.  
There are different ways a speaker or writer can appeal to his or her audience: 1) logic or reason (logos), 2) emotion (pathos), and/or 3) ethics and morals (ethos).

· Logos: by appealing to an audience’s sense of reason and logic, the speaker or writer intends to make the audience think clearly about the sensible and/or obvious answer to a problem.

· Pathos: by appealing to the audience’s emotions, the speaker or writer can make the audience feel sorrow, shame, sympathy, embarrassment, anger, excitement, and/or fear.

· Ethos: by appealing to the audience’s morality, the speaker can make the people in the audience feel like they are doing something ethically/morally wrong if they do not side with the speaker.  

It is not only what a speaker or writer says, but how he/she actually says and presents it.  There are literally hundreds of rhetorical devices.  Besides using devices you may already be familiar with, such as figures of speech (metaphor, simile, personification) and sound devices (alliteration, assonance, and consonance), writers and speakers may use other rhetorical devices to communicate their message; here are some examples of other rhetorical devices:
· Anaphora: repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive phrases, clauses, or lines.

· Antithesis: opposition or juxtaposition of ideas or words in a balanced or parallel construction.
· Hyperbole: exaggeration for emphasis or rhetorical effect

· Irony (verbal): expression in which words mean something contrary to what is actually said.

· Paralipsis: pretending to omit something by drawing attention to it (“I will not even mention the fact that…”)

· Parallelism: using the same sentence structure to point out similarities in ideas.

· Rhetorical Question: a question that is posed for emphasis, not requiring an answer.

· Understatement: deliberately de-emphasizing something in order to downplay its importance.

Your Task: In preparation for a project to help us understand the art of rhetoric, complete a close-reading of Atticus’s closing argument in To Kill a Mockingbird with a focus on his use of language.  After you have read and annotated the speech, complete the activities listed below.  These activities are DUE when we return from Winter Break, and this work will act as a springboard for the larger project.  Be prepared to participate in a Socratic Seminar focusing on the Essential Questions: How does Atticus use rhetoric to “influence human choices”?  Is his use of rhetoric effective?
· Use the SMELL strategy to analyze the speech.  Complete the chart attached to the speech to apply the strategy.

· Complete the “Analyzing and Evaluating Speeches” Chart.
· Establish a claim in response to the Essential Questions.

· Be prepared for the Socratic Seminar on Tuesday, January 7th.
Activities in this packet are DUE on Monday, January 6th.

